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President signs aviation bill
President George W. Bush signed comprehensive federal aviation security legislation Monday that includes a provision 
authored by U.S. Rep. Mike Honda, D-San Jose, that will launch a nationwide pilot program in twenty or more U.S. 
airports to test new and emerging security technology. 

The pilot program could dramatically improve airport security by promoting the development and use of cutting edge 
technology, such as fingerprint authentication, Global Positioning System applications, retinal scanning and face, hand 
and voice recognition, the congressman's office says. 

"Launching a nationwide initiative that allows the federal government, high tech companies and our nation's airports to 
work together to formulate a comprehensive, technology-driven aviation security system is absolutely essential if we 
are to keep our airways safe and restore confidence in the flying public," Mr. Honda says. 

Under the new law, the newly created Under Secretary of Transportation for Security must review the effectiveness of 
biometric systems and other "commercially available measures" that are designed to ensure authorized access to secure 
areas on airplanes and at airports and make recommendations to airport operators within the next six months. 
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